Card 9
THE LAND AND THE PEOPLE OF GREAT BRITAIN

Britain is a powerful country. The official name of it is the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

The UK is an island state. It occupies the most of the territory of the British Isles. The two main islands are Great Britain (where England, Scotland and Wales are situated) and Ireland. Northern Ireland and the independent Irish Re​public are there. The two islands are separated by the Irish Sea. The UK is separated from the continent by the English Channel and the Strait of Dover. The UK is also washed by the Atlantic Ocean in the north and the North Sea in the east. 

The United Kingdom consists of four countries which are England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. Their capitals are London, Edinburgh, Cardiff and Belfast.

Everyone who was born in Britain is British. People from England are English. People from Scotland, Wales or Northern Ireland are not English. They are Scottish or the Scotts; Welsh and Irish.

The official language of the country is English. But some people speak Gaelic in western Scotland, Welsh- in parts of northern and central Wales.

 The main official symbol of the UK is its flag. The flag of the United Kingdom is known as the Union Jack. It is made up of three crosses: the cross of St. George (the patron saint1 of England), the cross of St. Andrew (the patron saint of Scotland) and the cross of St. Patrick (the patron saint of Ireland).

Each part of Britain has a flower symbol. The symbol of England is a rose, the symbol of Wales is a daffodil, the national symbol of Ireland- a shamrock, a thistle is the symbol of Scotland. The symbols of the country are connected with the history of the country and its traditions.  

1) What is the official name of Britain?

2) Where is the UK situated?

3) What are four main parts of the country and their capitals?

4) People of what nationalities live in Britain?

5) What languages do people speak in Britain?

6) What are the national symbols of each part of the country?

7) What does the national flag of the UK look like? 

