Card 19

The USA.

The United States of America is one of the largest country in the world. It occupies the central part of North America (excluding Alaska and Hawaii). The USA covers 9,372,614 square kilometres. It is washed by the Atlantic Ocean in the east and by the Pacific Ocean in the west. It stretches from Canada in the north to Mexico, the Gulf of Mexico, and the Gulf of California in the south. The USA is divided into three areas: Eastern area — highland, where the Appalachian Mountains are situated, Central area — plain, and Western area which is mountainous and includes the Cordilleras and the Rocky Mountains. The north-eastern part of the USA is the region of the five Great Lakes. The St. Lawrence River joins the water of the five lakes to the Atlantic Ocean. In the west of the USA there is another lake called the Great Salt Lake. The main rivers of the USA are the Mississippi, the Missouri, the Yukon, the Colorado, the Columbia, the St. Lawrence, and the Hudson. 

North America was discovered  by Christopher Columbus in 1492. He was born in Italy but  lived in Spain for a long time. Christopher Columbus sailed with his crew on 33 small ships for 3 months in search of a new sea route to India. When they saw at last an unknown land they thought that it was India. That is why they called the local people living there red-skin Indians. But Columbus was mistaken. It was an island near North America. This new land got its name "America" a little later when an Italian explorer Amerigo Vespucci described it in his writings in 1499.

Since that time different European counries sent their people to North America to trade with the natives and to look for gold, silver; fur and other things there. In 1620 more than one hundred Englishmen left their country forever and went to America on board the ship "Mayflower" to live and work there. Their voyage lasted for many weeks and was very hard. At last they reached the coast of America and began to build a village called New Plymouth. Later on, more and more people from many countries came to live in America. People expected to get all kinds of wealth there.

By the time the first white men discovered North America, the continent had been inhabited by the ancestors of the Indians came from Asia many thousands years ago. In those days Native Americans hunted animals and fished, grew corn and tobacco. Most Native Americans were very friendly. They helped the English from the "Mayflower" who starved. From the Indians the newcomers got many plants which are still important. 

Native American songs and poems are a very important part of their traditions as they help them to keep their history and culture alive.

Another famous tradition of the Indians was smoking of a peace pipe. When they smoked this pipe together with people they didn't know, it meant friendship and peace. 

One of the main symbols of the country is the national flag. It is called “the Stars and Stripes”. There are three colours on the flag of the United States-red, white and blue. It has 13 stripes. Each stripe symbolizes each of the first colonies of the United States. The American flag has 50 stars: one star for each state. Americans are proud of their flag and display it in many places.

The eagle is another symbol  of America. It became the official national symbol of the country in 1782. It has an olive branch (a symbol of peace) and arrows(symbols of strength). This symbol is placed on the back of a dollar bill.

One of the most famous symbol of the USA is the Statue of Liberty. France gave the statue to America in 1884 as a symbol of friendship. The Statue is in New York  on Liberty Island. It is one  of the first thing people see when they arrive in New York by sea.

The American symbols reflect the important events in the history of the country.

1) Where is the USA situated? What is special about the geographical position of the country?

2) Who discovered America? How did it happen?

3) Who was America named after?

4) What do you know about the first English settlements in America and the first English colonists?

5) What do you know about Native Americans and their traditions?

6) What are the most important symbols of the USA?

