Card3

Mass media

Mass media are various ways by which information and news are given to large numbers of people. Mass media comprise press, radio, TV and the Internet. The media play an important part in the life of society. They inform, educate and entertain people. They also influence the way people look at the world and mould public opinion. 

The earliest kind of mass media was newspaper. Newspapers are packed with the latest news, information, fashion and facts. They cater to a variety of political views, interests and levels of education. For example, the UK newspapers are divided into quality newspapers and popular  newspapers. Quality newspapers are usually broadsheet in format. Broadsheets are the serious  newspapers. They cater for readers who want detailed information on a wide range of home and overseas news. They also offer a great variety of features (большая газетная статья) such as sports sections, financial reports, book reviews (обзоры книг), and art summaries. The most famous quality newspapers in the UK are “The Times”, “The Daily Telegraph” and “The Financial Times”. Popular newspapers are called tabloids. They are cheaper and cater for those who want to read shorter, entertaining stories and reports of the latest scandals about celebrities. They often have large colourful photos. The most popular tabloids in Britain are “The Sun” and “The Daily Mirror”.
Plenty of people prefer television to any other way of getting information. Besides, they consider television to be the most exciting and entertaining kind of the media. TV channels broadcast programmes of various kinds from news programmes, feature films, serials, political debate, educational programmes to reality shows.
Still, many people prefer the radio. It’s good to listen to the radio in a car or when you do something about the house. Various radio stations transmit news and music programmes, political debate, radio drama, concerts and performances.
The largest broadcasting corporation in the world is the BBC. It is paid for by the British government but free to choose the contents of its programmes. It has 8 channels on television. Along with the BBC television there is also BBC Network Radio. Besides, there is the BBC World Service which transmits programmes in 43 languages to many parts of the world, and available on the Internet.  

The Internet is a comparatively new way of searching information. In comparison with the radio and television there is much more information can be found online. If compared to magazines, the information on the Internet is updated more often. The Internet is much more interactive than the press or radio. It is very convenient as a means of communication. With its help a person can find friends, who share their interests and tastes in any part of the world.
1. What are mass media?

2. What was the earliest kind of mass media? What information do newspapers offer?

3. What two main groups are the UK newspapers divided? How do they differ?
4. What is the most exciting and entertaining kind of the media? 
5. What programmes do TV channels broadcast?

6. What is the largest broadcasting corporation in the world

7. What are the advantages of the Internet in comparison with other kinds of mass media?

8. What medium could you not live without? Why?

