Card 15

English is a world language.

Two thousand years ago English did not exist. One thousand years ago it was a language used by less than two million people. Now English is a major world language. It is the most widespread language on earth; it is second only to Chinese in the number of people who speak it. The English language is now the official language in over 60 countries. Besides, the enormous number of people study English as a foreign language. The English language is so widespread that it has become the standard language for all kinds of communication. At present, 75% of the world’s mail is in English, 60% of the world’s radio stations broadcast in English, 60% of the world’s telephone calls are made in English and more than half of the world’s periodicals are printed in English. The English language is also the main language of international conferences, airports and traffic control, medicine, diplomacy, and international competitions. Beyond a doubt, English is now the world’s top language.
1) Why is English considered to be a major world language?

2) Is English easy to learn?

3) What role does English play in your life?

· How long have you been learning the English language?

· Is it easy to learn English?

· Is it important for your future profession?

