Card 18

Washington, the capital of the USA.

Washington is the capital of the United States of America located at the confluence( место слияния) of the Potomac and Anacostia Rivers. The city's site was selected by President George Washington in 1791. A French engineer and architect was commissioned to plan the future capital. In 1800 Washington became the nation's capital.

Washington is one of the few national's capitals founded solely (исключительно) as a seat of government. Now it is the site of impressive government buildings, magnificent monuments, important historical landmarks, fine museums, and broad, tree-shaded avenues and malls.

Washington is the favourite destination of most visitors. People from all over the world come to the USA to see its places of interest. It has a lot of beautiful parks, gardens and famous buildings such as the White House, the home of the President, the Pentagon and the Capitol, the seat of Congress.

The Capitol is the highest building in Washington. It stands on the highest point of the city, the Capitol Hill. The Capitol is the home of both the Senate and the Houses of Representatives. On top of the dome is a bronze statue representing freedom.

The White House is the oldest public building in Washington. It is a house where the President lives and works. It has 132 rooms. Some rooms are open to the public.

The Pentagon is the largest office building in the world. It is a five-sided building where there are the headquarters of the Department of Defense: the Army, the Navy and the Air Force.

No visit to Washington is complete without a trip to the National Gallery of Art which houses one of the great art collections in the world. 

The Washington Monument and the Lincoln Memorial attract a lot of tourists.

The Washington Monument is a marble obelisk inside which there are 898 steps to the top. It was erected to the memory of the first President of America. 

The Lincoln Memorial is a beautiful building. The Memorial is designed like a Greek temple with 36 columns and a huge statue of Lincoln inside.

In spite of facing the problems of a large city the citizens love their homeplace and are proud of their capital. 

1) Where is Washington situated?

2) How was it founded?

3) Where does the President live and work?

4) What is the highest building in Washington?

5) What is the largest office building in the world located in the capital of the USA?

6) What monuments to famous people are there in Washington?

7) Which places of interest would you like to visit in Washington? Why?

