Card 8

Russia is the largest country in the world. The official name of the country is the Russian Federation. The capital of Russia is Moscow.

Russia lies on 2 continents – Europe and Asia. It is washed in the north by the Arctic Ocean and its seas: the Barents, Chukchee, East Siberian, Kara, Laptev and White Seas, in the south by the Black, Azov, and Caspian Seas; in the east by the Bering Sea, the Sea of Japan, and Okhotsk Sea; in the west by the Baltic Sea. 

Russia is a land of long rivers and large lakes. Among the world's longest rivers rank the North Dvina, the four mighty Siberian rivers: the Ob, Lena and Yenisei, and the Amur. The largest of all Russia's rivers is the Volga. The three largest lakes in Russia are Baikal in South-Eastern Siberia and Ladoga and Onega in Northern Russia.

 The relief of Russia is mostly flat. It's located on two plains: the Great Russian Plain and the Western Siberian Plain. There are three main mountain ranges in Russia: the Caucasus, the Urals and the Altai. The Caucasus stretch from the Black Sea to the Caspian Sea. The Urals extend from the Arctic Ocean to the steppes. They divide the European and Asian parts of Russia. The highest mountain is Mount Elbrus.

Our country has a wide range of scenery and climates. It has harsh winters with lots of snow, but the summers are quite warm. The world of plants and animals is very rich in Russia.

The main national symbols of the Russian Federation are the Russian Flag and the double-headed eagle.

The Russian flag first appeared in 1668. It was the symbol of Russia for more than 300 years. It reappeared as the modern flag in 1991. The flag has three wide stripes on it. The colours of the flag are symbolic. White is faithful and sincere, blue is honest and loyal and red is brave. When Russian people celebrate their national holidays you can see the national flag in all the streets, squares, official buildings, blocks of flats and houses in big cities, small towns and villages.

The double-headed eagle is the emblem of Russia. Above the heads there are three crowns. The eagle carries a sceptre, the sign of state power, and an orb, the sign of unity. You can see St George on the breast of the eagle. It is the oldest Russian symbol of love for the Motherland. You can also see the eagle on the back of modern Russian coins.

1. What is the official name of Russia? What is the name of its capital?

2. Where is Russia situated?

3. What is the country washed by? What are the most important rivers in Russia?

4. What climate and landscapes are typical of Russia?

5. What are the main national symbols of the country?

