Our Fragile Planet.
The intensive development of sciences, industry and chemistry in the 20th century has caused a lot of serious environmental problems. One of the most urgent problems is pollution in its many forms (water pollution, air pollution, nuclear pollution). There is no ocean or sea on the Earth which is not used for dumping industrial and nuclear waste. When factories and plants pour their waste into rivers and lakes the water and fish are poisoned. Drinking poisonous water and eating poisonous fish are dangerous for people’s health. It can cause incurable illnesses.
Air pollution is another important problem. Every day a huge number of plants and factories emit lots of harmful substances into the atmosphere of big cities. The great increase in the use of motor cars in the last quarter of the twentieth century has caused an increase in a new kind of air pollution. Pollution from factories and cars poison the air we breathe, and is the main reason for the greenhouse effect and acid rain. 
Acid rain can damage life in lakes and rivers and destroy forests. The greenhouse effect may also have disastrous consequences for our planet. It is already affecting several areas of the world with unusual weather causing droughts or heavy storms. The world’s temperature is going up and the climate is changing. 

One of the most alarming environmental problems is depletion of the ozone layer, which protects the Earth from the dangerous ultraviolet rays of the sun. Because of the ozone holes, the dangerous rays get through the atmosphere, causing skin cancer and other serious diseases. Many scientists think that these ozone holes are the result of air pollution.
In my opinion, the most urgent ecological problem today is the environmental safety of nuclear power stations. Nuclear pollution can’t be seen, but its effects can be terrible. We all know how tragic the consequences of the Chernobyl disaster are. Nuclear waste also endangers people’s lives. People all over the world protest against nuclear tests and nuclear weapons.
Of course, we can’t help mentioning such burning issues as destruction of tropical forests and wildlife, overpopulation, and shortage of natural resources. The list of serious ecological problems could be continued. 
Today environmental issues are much spoken and written about on TV, radio, and in the newspapers. If people want to survive, they must do their best to solve these problems.
The protection of the environment requires the cooperation of all nations. Governments should take measures that will help improve the environment. 
There are a lot of environmental groups and international organisations, whose main goal is to strengthen cooperation among environmentalists from different countries. The most famous of them is Greenpeace. 
The World Wildlife Fund (WWF) is the name of another international organisation that appeared in 1961. It has created or given support to National Parks on five continents.

However, there are a lot of simple things we should all do to stop the destruction of the environment. First of all, we mustn’t drop litter in public places. Besides, we shouldn’t dump our rubbish without thinking which things, such as bottles and paper, can be recycled. We must stop using aerosol sprays, because the stuff they contain destroys the ozone layer. We should take care of birds and animals. We can help to plant trees and create parks for endangered species. We can clean rivers and canals and create footpaths. But first of all we must change people’s attitude towards the environment.

All of us should always remember the wise advice of a great English writer Galsworthy who said: “If you don’t think about the future you will not have it.
1. What environmental problems are urgent now?
2. What is the influence of pollution on people’s health?

3.  How can people protect our planet? 
4. What is the aim of ecological organisations? What ecological organisations do you know?
5. What can you personally do to keep the world healthy?



