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Holidays in the UK.

In the United Kingdom there are only eight public holidays:

New Year’s Day – 1st of January

Good Friday – March/April (has no fixed date, the Friday before Easter Sunday )

Easter Monday - March/April (has no fixed date, the day after Easter Sunday )

May Day Bank Holiday – First Monday in May 

Spring Bank Holiday – Last Monday in May 

Summer Bank Holiday – (First Monday in August in Scotland, Last Monday in August in England, Wales and Northern Ireland)

Christmas Day – 25th of  December

Boxing Day - 26th of  December

Scotland and Northern Ireland have some different national holidays.

For most families in Britain Christmas is the greatest festival of the year. First of all it’s a religious holiday connected with the wonderful birth of Jesus Christ. Christians observe it by attending a special church service called Midnight Mess. 

There are also a lot of secular traditions of celebrating Christmas. Some days before Christmas people decorate their houses with evergreen plants such as holly, mistletoe and since the 19th century, poinsettia, a native plant from Mexico. They also bring a Christmas tree into home and decorate it with tinsel, garlands and fairy lights. The tradition of giving presents on Christmas Day is the most important one. On Christmas Eve children put a Christmas stocking at the end of their bed or by the chimney or hang it by the fireplace so that Father Christmas will fill it with presents. On this day the British traditionally have Christmas Dinner. The typical meal is turkey with vegetables followed by Christmas pudding.

The Queen’s annual Christmas message to the UK and the Commonwealth can be watched on TV or on the Internet.

Good Friday and Easter are also religious holidays. Many families observe the religious aspects of Easter by attending Sunday Mass or services in the morning and then participating in a feast or party in the afternoon. There is a tradition of decorating Easter eggs and hunting for them with children on Sunday morning, by which time they have been mysteriously hidden all over the house and garden. Easter eggs are a popular sign of the holiday among its religious and secular observers alike. The Easter bunny is another main symbol of the holiday. At Easter children enjoy eating chocolate bunnies and listening to stories about it, who is supposedly brings eggs in a fancy basket.
New Year’s Day became a public holiday in the UK in 197. Spectacular fireworks in the capital of the country are a traditional part of the New Year celebration. The main event on this day is an annual parade in London. The parade has been running for 23 years in the capital, and thousands o families from far and wide to see the spectacle.

Besides the official holidays there are a lot of unofficial ones with which different customs and traditions are connected. The most popular are Guy Fox Night, Halloween, April Fool’s Day, Remembrance Day and St. Valentine’s Day.

Halloween falls on the 31st October of every year and is a time when people dress in scary costumes, go trick or treating and play traditional Halloween games, such as apple bobbing. 

Guy Fox Night has a very long tradition involving plots and treason. Nowadays the 5th November is known as Bonfire Night. Bonfire Night is over 400 years old. It dates back to 1605 when Guy Fawkes and a group of other men tried to blow up Parliament. On this night throughout the country there are many firework displays. Fireworks of many colours and shapes light up the night sky.
Remembrance Day takes place on the second Sunday of November or the Sunday nearest the 11th November. Remembrance Day is marked with a number of services and parades. The Queen, government representatives and soldiers march to the Cenotaph in London and lay wreaths. A two minute silence is held to remember all those who have died for their country in the First World War and all wars since. On this Day people wear artificial poppies as a sign of remembrance. 

April Fool’s Day is celebrated on April 1st of every year. It's is not a legal holiday, but is widely recognized and celebrated as a day for playing practical jokes and hoaxes on the unsuspecting.  

St. Valentine’s Day is celebrated on February 14th by the exchange of romantic or comic verse messages called “valentines.” 

